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SUBCOMMITTEE NO. 2 CONSIDERATION OF H. R. 13366, TO PRO- 
VIDE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF MAJ. GEN. CLAIRE L. 
CHENNAULT, UNITED STATES AIR FORCE, RETIRED, TO THE 
GRADE OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL ON THE RETIRED LIST 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE No. 2 OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, D. C., Monday, July 14, 1958. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., room 313, Capitol Building, 
Hon. Paul J. Kilday (chairman) presiding. 

Mr. Kitpay. The committee will come to order. 

The committee wil] now consider H. R. 13366, by the gentleman 
from Louisiana, Mr. Hébert, a bill to provide for the advancement of 
Maj. Gen. Claire L. Chennault, United States Air Force, retired, to 
the grade of lieutenant general on the retired list. 

(The bill referred to, H. R. 13366, follows:) 

H. R. 13366, 85th Cong., 2d sess.] 

4 BILL To provide for the advancement of Major General Claire L. Chennault, United States Air Force, 
retired, to the grade of lieutenant general on the retired list 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assmebled, That Major General Claire L. Chennault, United 
States Air Foree, retired (AQ-—10090), shall be advanced on the retired list to the 
grade of lieutenant general, effective for all purposes as of the date of enactment 
of this Act 

Mr. Kiupay. We will be glad to hear from the author of the bill. 

Mr. Hépert. Mr. Chairman, the bill is introduced for the sole 
purpose of paying honor to Gen. Claire Chennault who is now very il 
and probably will die within the next several months. He is suffering 
from lung cancer in New Orleans. 

General Chennault, as you know, was the organizer of the famous 
Flying Tigers of China. He commanded the 14th Air Force during 
World War II in China and he has since been retired as a major general. 
The purpose of the bill is to give General Chennault the third star 
as a tribute to his great services to the country and in order that when 
he does die, he will be buried as a three-star general. 

There is no other consideration involved than to make him a three- 
star general. 

Mr. Bennerr. Does he have any descendents or children? 

Mr. Hfésert. He has about 12 children. 

Mr. BLianprorp. There is also a Colonel Chennault in the Air Force. 

Mr. Hépertr. And a Master Sergeant Chennault. 

Mr. Bennerr. To me that makes a stronger case. He does not 
care, | suppose. 

Mr. Mituer. Does he have any children? 
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Mr. Hfésert. Two children by his present wife. They just had a 
reunion in New Orleans over the weekend. 

Madam Chiang Kai-shek also went down to visit him. 

Mr. Bennett. I was curious because I think it serves a deeper 
purpose if he has children. 

Mr. Wiuson. Does this have any effect on retirement pay? 

Mr. Hésert. No; we were preparing an amendment to make sure 
it will not. 

Mr. Kiipay. It has no effect on retirement benefits. 

It will advance him to the three-star list and it will not increase his 
benefits or the benefits of his descendants. It is only an honor to 
General Chennault in recognition of his services to the country in 
connection with the Flying Tigers and his long service in the Air 
Force. 

Mr. Buanprorp. Mr. Chairman, I suggest that the bill be amended 
by striking out in lines 5 and 6 the words “effective for all purposes as 
of the date of enactment of this Act’’ and substituting in lieu thereof 
the words “except that no increase in retired pay or benefits shall 
accrue as a result of the enactment of this Act.” 

Mr. Kiupay. Is there objection to the amendment? 

The Chair hears none and the amendment is adopted. 

Mr. Hépert. I move adoption of the bill. 

Mr. Kinpay. Tie motion has been made that the bill be favorably 
reported to the full committee. Is there objection? 

The Chair hears none and the bill is reported to the full committee 
as amended. 

Mr. Witson. I would like to say for the record that it is a very 
commendable piece of legislation. 

Mr. Kiupay. There being no further business we will adjourn 
subject to call of the Chair. 

(Thereupon, the hearing was adjourn 
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